Garden Expo Seminars and Demonstrations

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2020

Presentation titles denoted by an asterisk are new for 2020
12:15–
1:15PM

GROWING FRUIT IN WISCONSIN*
Emily Steinwehe, Wisconsin Food
Forests,
Mendota 1-2 | Also scheduled:
Sun. 2:15 PM
From apples to watermelon, Emily
will share her tips on successful fruit
growing, including resources, plant
sources, successes and failures.

12:30–
1:30PM

HOMESTEADING—HOW WE DID IT
AND HOW YOU CAN, TOO*
Dan Small, Outdoor Wisconsin
Mendota 3 | Also scheduled:
Sun. 12:45 PM
Dan Small explains how and why
he and his wife moved to Vernon
County in 2012. Learn the challenges
they faced and how they overcame
them. Dan will give advice for those
thinking about moving to a rural,
more sustainable lifestyle.

ATTRACTING BENEFICIAL WILDLIFE TO
YOUR YARD*
David Drake, UW-Madison/UW- Extension
Mendota 5
People genuinely enjoy having wildlife
around. As gardeners, though, they may be
reluctant to actually attract wildlife. This
seminar will provide a multitude of reasons
to attract wildlife and how to create,
enhance, and maintain habitat to attract
beneficial wildlife.

YOUR GARDEN CAN FEED YOU ALL YEAR*
Megan Cain, The Creative Vegetable
Gardener
Mendota 4
With the right planning, you can eat food
from your garden all year long. This fun and
interactive seminar will teach you how to
have your earliest spring harvest ever, use
succession planting to keep momentum
going in summer and have a robust fall
garden that feeds you all the way through
holiday gatherings. Using simple techniques,
you can extend the fruits of your labor into
more months of the year so you’re getting
the most food possible from your garden.

CONFESSIONS OF A BLACK THUMB:
PLANTS THAT I HAVE KILLED (OR
AT LEAST SERIOUSLY MAIMED)*
Brian Hudelson, UW-Madison Plant
Disease Diagnostics Clinic
Mendota 8
Learn about the favorite plants of
Brian Hudelson (aka Dr. Death) and
his epic failures in attempting to grow
these plants in his home garden,
either through his encouragement
of plant diseases, his insistence on
practicing “”Darwinian gardening”” or
through his sheer gardening stupidity.
Use these cautionary tales to improve
your own gardening skills.”

MAGNIFICENT MONARCHS
Gae Bergmann
Waubesa/Kegonsa
Enjoy an overview of the iconic
monarch butterflies, their amazing
life cycle and how to raise them
successfully.

FANTASTIC FERNS AND HOW TO
GROW THEM*

WEEDS FEED ME - AN APPROACH TO
SUSTAINABLE GARDENING

Dan Schuknecht, Olbrich Botanical
Gardens

Noel Valdes, CobraHead LLC

Mendota 6-7 | Also scheduled:
Sun. 1:00 PM

Open raised beds, not boxes, offer the
home gardener maximum potential
for food production. They also offer
a good approach to sustainability as
outside inputs can be minimal and
integration with your local environment
can be maximized. This seminar will
discuss how to set up and garden with
open raised beds and how to make it
a sustainable and ecologically sound
approach.

Ferns are an ancient plant lineage,
with many contemporary garden
uses. In this seminar, Olbrich
horticulturist, Dan Schuknecht, will
discuss the biology and culture of
this large and varied group, and
how to use and care for them in the
garden. We’ll cover some fern allies
and discuss the wide range of plants
in this fantastic family.
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Monona/Wingra

1:30–
2:30PM

1:45 –
2:45 PM

TEN COMMON VEGETABLE
GARDEN PROBLEMS AND HOW TO
SOLVE THEM

A CONSERVATION SUCCESS STORY:
KEEPING A RARE CRANE COMMON IN
WISCONSIN*

COMMUNITY BUILDING THROUGH
URBAN AGRICULTURE*

FROM SIMPLE TO WOW! 100 YEARS
OF BEARDED IRIS*

Joey and Holly Baird, The Wisconsin
Vegetable Gardener

Hillary Thompson, International Crane
Foundation

Martin Bailkey and Marcia Caton
Campbell, School for Urban
Agriculture/Rooted

George Bacon, Madison Area Iris
Society

Mendota 1-2

Mendota 5

Mendota 8

Learn how to solve the 10 most
common vegetable gardening
problems both organically and costeffectively, even using household
remedies.

Sandhill and whooping cranes were both
once rare in Wisconsin. Learn about
the conservation success story of the
sandhill crane and how the International
Crane Foundation is working to bring the
whooping crane back from the brink of
extinction.

Learn the “whys” and “hows” behind
food system and urban agriculture
efforts conceived, designed and
operated by community based
non-profit organizations in order
to strengthen local food security
— as well as build a stronger sense
of community and a greater level
of social equity among project
participants and stakeholders.
Recent lessons from the Badger Rock
Urban Farm in south Madison will be
presented.

2020 is the 100th anniversary of the
American Iris Society. To celebrate,
learn how pioneering hybridizers have
developed hybrids over the years,
from simple “flags” to the wide ruffled
varieties we have today.

PARTICIPATORY VARIETY TRIALING
IN YOUR GARDEN — HELP CREATE
THE BEST VARIETIES OF THE
FUTURE*

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES IN THE GARDEN*

GOING NATIVE*

AGING WITH YOUR GARDEN*

Mark Dwyer, Landscape Prescriptions by MD

Kate Miller, Green Bay Botanical
Garden

Becky Kielstrup, Avant Gardening &
Landscaping

Mendota 6-7

Monona/Wingra

Discover the many benefits of
incorporating native plants into your
landscape and learn some tips for
making this process easier.

Explore multiple ideas you can
implement to start modifying your
garden and make it easier to keep
gardening as you age.

Julie Dawson and Bjorn Bergman,
UW-Madison
Mendota 3
The Seed to Kitchen Collaborative
connects plant breeders focused
on organic systems to farmers and
chefs in the Upper Midwest to create
delicious well-adapted vegetable
varieties for local organic production.
Recent movements in sustainable
agriculture seek to move away from
the current extractive model toward
a food system that is responsible,
inclusive, diverse, and transparent.
SeedLinked is a web platform
that promotes a seed movement
which is transparent and engages
all stakeholders in a direct and
participatory role. SeedLinked and
the Seed to Kitchen Collaborative are
working together to conduct variety
trials with gardeners throughout the
upper midwest. Find out how you
can get involved.

Mendota 4
While we’re all familiar with turf grass in
our landscapes, the potential for the use
of both perennial and annual ornamental
grasses in our beds, borders and containers
is significant. We’ll explore some of the
best grasses to provide color, interest, form,
structure, movement and wildlife appeal in
the garden.
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Waubesa/Kegonsa

2:45–
3:45PM

EXPLORING AN ENHANCED
GARDENING ETHOS*
Daniel Goodspeed, J.W. Jung Seed
Co.
Mendota 1-2
A fun and thoughtful discussion of
practical tools for new gardeners
with impactful reminders for
seasoned gardeners too. It’s not how
much you attempt to grow, but how
well you grow what you attempt. Are
you a true gardener or are you just
acting as one?

3:00–
4:00PM

DO IT YOURSELF DAYLILIES —
DAYLILY HYBRIDIZING 101*
Carole Hunter, Wisconsin Daylily
Society
Mendota 3
Why would you want to create your
own daylilies when there are 90,000
registered varieties to choose from?
Explore the “why” and the “how
to” with a wannabe artist who finds
putting pollen on a pistil an easier
way to create beauty than taking a
brush to canvas.

4:00–
5:00PM

GREEN IS A COLOR, TOO: DESIGN*
Benjamin Futa, Allen Centennial
Garden
Mendota 1-2
What draws you to a garden? Most
of us instantly think of colorful,
vibrant specimens on display while
overlooking important design
elements. What if we put “green” first
in our garden design and embraced
texture, form, and contrast to drive
interest? This seminar will explore
design ideas to add new dimension
to your garden.

LET’S TALK TRASH: COMPOSTING THAT IS
Susan Obry, Master Gardener
Mendota 5
Learn the uses, basic and advanced
techniques and the tools that will turn your
trash into treasure. Make your composting
efforts efficient and effective.

GROWING ASPARAGUS AND
RHUBARB IN WISCONSIN*

HARDSCAPING TO ENHANCE YOUR
LANDSCAPE*

Becky Gutzman

Sean Pratt, Ganshert Nursery &
Landscapes

Mendota 8 | session handout
Master gardener volunteer Becky
Gutzman will share advice for
planting and growing asparagus and
rhubarb.

Waubesa/Kegonsa
This presentation will delve into all
aspects of hardscaping which can
increase the aesthetics and function of
your outdoor space. A special emphasis
will be placed on natural stone from
Wisconsin.

WHAT GROWS IN MY GARDEN
BESIDES CREEPING CHARLIE*

BOTANICAL GARDENS OF
WISCONSIN*

GARDENING THROUGH HISTORY: THE
ORIGINAL SOCIAL SAFETY NET*

Nancy Nedveck, The Flower Factory

Mike Maddox, UW-Madison

Mendota 4

Mendota 6-7

Scott Johnson, Low Technology
Institute

Also scheduled: Sun. 12:45 PM

Wisconsin is home to a number of
botanical gardens, ranging from
hidden gems to internationally
renowned collections. We’ll do a
virtual road trip across Wisconsin to
check out our primary horticultural
destinations and discuss some of the
smaller ones along the way.

Monona/Wingra

THE MYSTICISM AND SACREDNESS
OF HERBS*
Venice Williams, Alice’s Garden
Mendota 8
Herbs have a long history of special
healing, magical, ritual properties!
Every culture is steeped in folklore
when it comes to the power of
herbs. This workshop will explore
the many facets of herbs, including
how they have been used throughout
history. Herbs that charm, herbs for
family planning, herbs that enhance
romance, herbs used in wartime.
Come learn about the complex life of
herbs with cultural herbalist, Venice
Williams.

DEMYSTIFYING ORCHIDS: A
BEGINNER’S COURSE*

Learn what a perennial grower/nursery
owner plants in her own garden. There
might be 2,500 varieties to choose from,
but find out what makes the cut into my
garden.

WHAT REALLY GOES ON IN A
COTTAGE GARDEN*
Lindsay Hendricks, Green Bay Botanical
Garden
Mendota 5
Take a step back in time as you walk
through the Vanderperren English Cottage
Garden at Green Bay Botanical Garden.
Learn how to incorporate ornamental
edibles, heirloom plants and on-trend
annuals so that you can create your own
cottage garden oasis at home!
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Gardening has been an essential part
of every civilization since permanent
settlements began 10,000 years ago,
but for the first time in history, we
have become disconnected from our
own food production. In this seminar,
we’ll look at the role of gardening in
plant domestication, cities, and largescale societies including the Romans,
Mayans, Medieval Europe, and today’s
industrial society (among others).

Terry Hodge, Olbrich Botanical Gardens
Waubesa/Kegonsa | Also scheduled:
Sat. 3:30 PM
Often considered difficult plants,
orchids can frustrate and even
intimidate many home growers. Fear
not, with just a little information,
success can be yours!

4:15–
5:15PM

VISIONARY CONSERVATION:
INTERNATIONAL CRANE
FOUNDATION*
Cully Shelton, International Crane
Foundation
Mendota 3

CONTAINER GARDENING*
Ann Wied, UW-Madison Extension Waukesha
County
Mendota 4
In this seminar you will learn tips for
container garden success!

In the fall of 2018, the International
Crane Foundation embarked on a
$10 million expansion and renovation
at our headquarters in Baraboo.
Get an exclusive look at our exhibit
construction and learn about how we
conserve ecosystems and safeguard
crane populations.

HOW TO GROW THE BEST ROOT
CROPS*
Joey and Holly Baird, The Wisconsin
Vegetable Gardener
Mendota 6-7
Joey and Holly Baird, hosts of “The
Wisconsin Vegetable Gardener,”
will teach you how to successfully
grow root crops, help trouble shoot
common root crop problems and
store root crops.

CREATE SEASON LONG COLOR
WITH SMALL SCALE SHRUBS*

WILDLIFE DAMAGE MANAGEMENT: TIPS,
TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES

Melinda Myers, sponsored by Diggers
Hotline,

Jamie Nack, UW-Madison Dept. of Forest
and Wildlife Ecology

ATTRACTING BUTTERFLIES AND
HUMMINGBIRDS WITH ROYAL
CATCHFLY AND OTHER NATIVE
PLANTS*

Mendota 1–2 | Also scheduled:
Sun. 1:00 PM

Mendota 5

Dan Unruh

While attracting wildlife to your backyard
can provide great satisfaction and
enjoyment, sometimes wildlife can become
a nuisance—or even cause property
damage. Participants will learn the keys to
a successful wildlife damage management
program.

Mendota 8

Reduce maintenance and increase
your landscape’s appeal with
ornamental and small-scale shrubs.
A mix of spring, summer and fall
bloomers—with attractive fruit,
foliage, bark color and form— create
the perfect framework for any size
landscape or added appeal on a
balcony or deck. Many provide
needed food for caterpillars, nectar
for butterflies and hummingbirds,
and fruit for songbirds, so you’ll
be enjoying some winged visitors
throughout the seasons. Learn how
to grow them in containers and get
them through our cold northern
winters.

Laura Jull, UW-Madison Dept. of
Horticulture
Monona/Wingra
How do plants acclimate and
tolerate severe winter temperatures?
Discover what happens inside the
plant to prepare for winter’s coldest
temperatures and how to possibly
prevent cold winter injury.
Preventing frost cracks and winter
burn, dormant bud kill, late frost injury,
and snow and ice damage will be
covered in the presentation.

Our new visitor experience hatches in
the summer of 2020.
5:15–
6:15PM

THE BIG CHILL: COLD TEMPERATURE
EFFECTS ON PLANTS AND AVOIDING
DAMAGE*

Enhance your gardens with native
plants that attract butterflies
and hummingbirds. Learn how to
economically incorporate these
beautiful flowers into your gardens
by starting them from seed indoors.
Learn some basic principles for
attracting these flying flower huggers
to your yard.

STRAW BALE GARDENING
Joel Karsten, Straw Bale Gardens
Waubesa/Kegonsa | Also scheduled:
Sat. 9:15 AM and Sun. 2:15 PM
Learn the basics of setting up a straw
bale garden for growing vegetables,
herbs or flowers in our northern
climate. Joel will discuss why and how
it works, while diving into the biology
that makes the concept work so well.
Hear some of the mistakes new straw
bale gardeners often make and how
they can easily be avoided. If traditional
gardening is getting too physical for
you, learn this method and you will be
gardening much later in life.
Learn how straw bale gardening is
providing a simple, sustainable and
practical solution for world hunger.
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5:30–
6:30PM

THE BASICS OF MULCHING*
Susan Obry, Master Gardener
Mendota 3
Learn the benefits and disadvantages
of mulching, how to choose an
appropriate mulch and proper
application techniques.

SMALL BULBS: BEYOND TULIPS AND
DAFFODILS*

WELLNESS IN THE GARDEN*

GROWING GARLIC IN WISCONSIN
Noel Valdes, CobraHead LLC

Lisa Johnson, Extension Dane County

Mark Dwyer, Landscape Prescriptions
by MD

Mendota 4

Mendota 6–7

This presentation starts out with a general
review of bulb anatomy and where bulbs
come from. Advice on siting bulbs in your
yard for maximum performance and survival
is given, along with recommendations
for bulbs that take different soil and light
regimes and which ones are resistant to
critter feeding. We will finish up with a list
of small bulbs that do well in various areas
of Wisconsin, and some bulbs that you may
want to avoid.

Through the use of design elements,
specific plantings and even tool
selection, this presentation will
emphasize how we should be
experiencing the enjoyment, sensory
engagement and feelings of wellness
that gardening spaces of all sizes
should provide every year.

Monona/Wingra
Garlic is a healthy and essential cooking
ingredient. It’s easy to grow, but best
yields require good timing. Learn how
to grow, harvest and store garlic.

*Seminar and demonstration topics and times are subject to change. For updated seminar/demonstration information go to wigardenexpo.com.

Demonstrations
12:30–
1:15PM

1:30–
2:15PM

2:30–
3:15PM

PRUNING PRIMER

BEGINNING BEEKEEPING FOR GARDENERS*

Mike Maddox, UW-Extension

Scott Johnson, Low Technology Institute

Demo Stage A | Also scheduled: Sat. 3:30 PM and Sun. 10:30 AM

Demo Stage B

A few simple hand tools and a little bit of knowledge are all you need to keep shrubs
in good form.

We all understand the benefits of bees in our garden and environment. In this
demonstration, you’’ll learn how to start planning to add honeybees to your garden.
We’ll cover basic bee biology, practical and legal considerations, and how to set up
and install bees in your first hive, as well as resources for further learning.

CELEBRATE CRANES IN CULTURE!*

SPICE IT UP: COOKING WITH ESSENTIAL OILS*

Elisabeth Condon and Mako Pellerin, International Crane Foundation

Kim Crooks, Crooks and Thieves

Demo Stage A

Demo Stage B

Cranes are important to many cultures throughout the world. Join experts from
the International Crane Foundation to learn about how different cultures celebrate
cranes, how ICF is helping to conserve cranes in Wisconsin and how to celebrate
cranes in your home with origami crane decorations.

Growing your garden is only half the fun. This demonstration will show you how to
take your garden produce to another level of delicious and healthy by incorporating
essential oils into your cooking.

EASY TECHNIQUES FOR GROWING EDIBLE MUSHROOMS AT HOME*

BUILD A SELF-HEATING “APRIL GREENHOUSE” FOR UNDER $100

Laura Kahles, Field and Forest Products

Joel Karsten, Straw Bale Gardens

Demo Stage A

Demo Stage B | Also scheduled: Sat. 3:30 PM and Sun. 10:30 AM

Although unfamiliar to most, growing specialty edible mushrooms can be easy,
educational, and incredibly satisfying! Several methods will be demonstrated that
utilize basic household items like toilet paper rolls, coffee grounds, and picnic
coolers.

Learn to build a 7 ft. x 9 ft. “April Greenhouse” to start 360 plants. You will walk away
after this demo feeling confident enough to build your own amazing greenhouse
with items you can purchase at your local store. See how this simple greenhouse will
save every gardener hundreds on spring bedding plants, transplants and flowers.
You’ll also discover how it will add a beautiful architectural element to your garden
during the summer growing season! Based on Straw Bale Gardening.
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3:30–
4:15PM

FERMENTATION FUN!*

HOW TO CARE FOR AIR PLANTS*

Linda Conroy, Moonwise Herbs

Michelle Glaser, Red Shed Garden & Gifts

Demo Stage A

Demo Stage B | Also scheduled: Sat. 4:30 PM

This fun demonstration will offer tips for adding herbs as well as unusual
vegetables to your ferments. New and experienced fermenters will be inspired!
4:30–
5:15PM

5:30–
6:15PM

DIY SUCCULENT DIFFUSER*

LEARN ABOUT ANCIENT GRAINS GROWN IN WISCONSIN*

Kim Crooks, Crooks and Thieves

David Meuer, Meuer Farm LLC

Demo Stage A

Demo Stage B | Also scheduled: Sat. 4:30 PM

Just like people, gardens come in all shapes, styles and sizes. Learn the basic
steps to making your own succulent diffuser mini-garden. You’ll also learn how to
add your own style to create a succulent diffuser as unique as you!

Learn how ancient grains are grown and stone milled at Meuer Farm in Wisconsin.
Learn the benefits of whole grain flours and how to use them. Heirloom corns
and beans are making a comeback. See how Meuer Farm is growing them here in
Wisconsin.

THE YEAR-ROUND CULINARY HERB GARDEN*

GROWING GIANT PUMPKINS

B.J. Miller

John Barlow, Wisconsin Giant Pumpkin Growers

Demo Stage A | Also scheduled: Sat. 1:30 PM

Demo Stage B

Have a wide variety of fresh herbs at your fingertips in every season. You will
learn a foolproof way to grow healthy and flavorful herbs that will thrive for
months, even in winter, fresh and ready to use when you need them. Say goodbye to grocery store herb packs.

John will share techniques and strategies for growing giant pumpkins. He will
also discuss ways to maximize a plant’s potential.

*Seminar and demonstration topics and times are subject to change. For updated seminar/demonstration information go to wigardenexpo.com.
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